THE LIFE OF THE FAN
by Milton Alpha Rothman
What Science Fiction Fans Do in Their Spare Time

LET*S analyze the activities open to a science fiction fan and see
how you can get started in them. First we muct understand one thing
Welre going o0 list a large number activities here; you dcn's have
to de tnem all at once,' in fact, it is better that you don't try to
ds ikhem &1i at caze, for you'll find yourself burning away your in-
terest in science fiction.

“n brief, the activities are as follows:

l. Reading.

2. Collecting.

3. Writing letters,

4. Meeving fans,

5., Writine srticles for fan magazines,
6. Club- activities, ,
7. Publishing fan magazines, el -
8. Wrating for the professional magaZ;nes.

That seems like a lot, but there are many fans who have done’ all
of that at some time or other. Let's take them up in detail,

1. READING: You've already read some magazines; probably the cu-
rrent issves as they come off the newsstand. -You've also discover-
ed thet +there are many fantastic books to be had. whether you are
drawn more %o science fiction or to pure feuntasy, the fact is that
this type of stcry is very interesting to you. Tne idess of the
strargﬁ things to come in the futare, o2r on other planets, or in
ocker spaces and times are more breathtaking to you than they are
to other pﬂoale.

THAT'S wky you like to read these books and megazines. sneep on
reading them, Don't stop reading them, as some fans do, .and then
ciaim thet you sre still a fantasy fan. Donit give up other types
nf literature either. Thomas Wolf, Frnest Hemihgway and other peo-~
ple write gond things too. My only point in these two paragraphs
is tkat reading of science fiction and fantasy is the fouhdatlon of
our faad-m,

2 COLTLCTING You notice that the magazines have been going on
for a long. time. Amazing Stories was &' fine magazine in 1926 when
Hugo Gernstack started it, and wonder 8tories was magnlflcent under
the title of Science Nonder Stories, in 1929. .

It's nice to have on your shelves a complete set of all the scien-
ce fintinn magazines. It's a hard thing 'to obtain nowadays, but sti-
11 it is fun to collect all that you can from whatever sources there
are. In.this way you read the fine science fiction that was writien
ten or more y.ars ago, and you get an idea of the history o0f this
sort of literature. I do not gugsest collecting just for the sake
of ccllecting. as some people do. Kead what you buy, and keep it on
your shelves so that somebody else can read it later on, or so that
you yoursclf might look at it in the future,




WHERE can you get o0ld magazines? 1In the big cities there are ba-
;k-3ate magazine stores which formerly were a rich source of science
fiection magazines. Nowadays they are not so good. A few certain
make a business of selling old magazines through the mail, and often
other people have advertisements in the fan magazines when tney have
gcrething for sale. Uunfortunalely, for them you need money. No
more 1928 Amazings for a nickle each,

THE moral of this activity is that ydu are starting a hobby based
on literature, you want to have a nice big stock of this literature
on your shelves for purposes of pleasure and reference, and most
of this pleasure comes in shopping around for the stuff. (appgendix 1)

. 3. WRITING LETT=RS: Before gcience fiction fan magazines and ol=-
ubs became s0 highly organized, most activity ocentered around the
writing of letters. A person with less then ten corresjondents Just
didn't rate. At the present time, that is the kind of fan activity
I hawe, and I gee no reason why that should not still be a large
part of any fan's activity,

The organ of the NFFF periodiocally runs a membership list with
addresses., The obvious thing to do is to pick out some names and
write to them. You may find people who live guite close to you,
You will find people in all age groups, The next thing to do is to
meet these people, In othcr words, we're sctting out dcliberately
to make a lot of friends in this science fiction world. siost fans
are gquite delighted to rvoeive letters, and they will answer them,
even if they have never heard of you. If they are too busy to carry
on a corrcspondence, most of them will politely tell you so.

what do you write about in these letters? You start out by diso-
ussing science fiction--the stories that came out reoently, the bo-
oks, the movies, the redio programs, thc fan activities, collecting
adventures and misadventures, magazine trading, and so on. Later
you probably spread out to other things, like general literaturs,
musioc, art, and perhaps the mundane things like the best liguor, but
you still mention science fietion occasionally. That is correspon=-
ence: conversations in writing between pecople who hdve interesting
things to tell each other,

4, INSVITABLY you gect to meet some of the people you are writing
letters to. And this is a good. .place to mention what 1 think &s the
most important thing about socience fiction fandom,

WHuns EVER you might be in the country you can call up somebody
and say, "Hello Bill, this is Joe", You've ncver met Bill. saybe
you have been writing to him, or maybe He's just seen your name in
a fan magazine, And that's the same as already being friends, Now
this is something where 1 know what I am talking about. Itve becn
all over the united States in the past five years, and therc were
always people whercever 1 went with whom I was already fricnus,
azlthough many I had never secen before, ‘e

We have conventions once more., Fans will ocome from all over ths
nation to meet one another and to renew old friendships. 1t is a
lot of fun to mect people that you have never seen before, but with
whom you are already intimate in correspondence, '

5. Up to now I haven't said much about fan magazines, but you can-
't be much of a science fiction f.n without getting at lvast a few
of them. Some fans try to get them all. That's pretty hard.



A good collection of fan magazines is another pleasure,

FAY magazines (called fanzines, or fanmags, or Jjust fmz) are ama-
+ver publications published without profit by a fan as the creative
part of his science fistiom hobby. You see, when a person does enou-
gh reading, it's only a matter of time before he recaches the point
where he has to write something., Not everyone can be a professiondl
writgr, but everyone can be an amateur, and so the amateur mugazine
was orn.

USUALLY you start by writing for someone e¢lse's fanmag before you
publish your own, It may be a letter, a fact article, a story a
controversial artiecle, poetry--anything goes, except filth and any
gelfresgecting fan wouldn't bother with dirt. A You find out wha
each magazine wants by reading them, There are innumcrable fanmags,
Some you get by subscription, some you get by being on the preferred
mailing lists which are a result of general fan activity, sSomne are
free for the asking providing you write a letter of comment- after
" reading it, and others-come¢ by belonging to an amateur press, assn,
such as the Fantasy Amateur Press Asgociation. (see appendix 2.)

WHAT I wish to emphasize hére is that fanzine publisners arc always
delighted to print good selections by new fans. ‘'They will crawl |
to you on hands and knées if you have something worth publishing.

Do not be deceived into bulieving that by breaking into amateur
print is a high and mighty and diffiocult thing to do. It is not,

ns long as you have something worth saying--and there 'is always
somebody who is looking for an item for his next issue., 1n additi=.
6n, the NFFF mointdins a manuscript bureau which h:slps in getting
good writing to the fan publishers who need subh. There is little
that gives more pleasure than seving something of your own in a fﬁp-
mag, and there 18 no retter way to become better known, Lor with s
correspondence you may become acquainted with only e few peogle.’ By
being published in a fanzine you bscom¢ better known to all fandom.. .

6. YOU can join the largest club of all: the National Fantasy Fan
Federation. Thc many activities open in this club can be found in
the various issues of the ofticial organ. Thers you will find ann-
ouncements asking for volunteers for some job, to Serye on-a coma=
itteec, to help on some¢ project. If you have the time snd the mgans,
respond to any or these calls, ° N e

THAT'S the way we kecp the cludb running, and''that's how_you feel
that you'rs doing sbmething in the organization besides paying dued,
Futhermore, when you eventually run for office (as every member is
entitled to do) you will have this record of club activity to back
up your platform, ) o ] .

If you find friend nearby who also like sceience fiction, you can
form a local c¢lub with them. In the past thaere has becn many such,
gome of which lasted longer than others. 1n 1934 1 holped form the
Philadelphia Science Fiction Soclety, which has had many ups and.
downs,

WwHAT you do usually in a club like that is hold meetings, talk,
publish a oclub magazine, and help out on the big,er, nation-wide
projects such as the annual conventions, Incidentally, a local club
is customarily the basis for holding a national convention. That is,
it dovs the job of finding o convention hall and making all of the
physical arrungements, : '




AT the yresent time, the Los Angeles Science Fantasy oociety is
the most active local organization, with a elub room, much publi-
shing cquipment, « library, and extensive cross-indeX to scilence
fiction, and the organization staging the 1946 conventicn,

7. BEVENTUALLY you may feel the urge to put out your own funzine,
To do that you need good hektographing, mimesgraphing or prinving
equipment, a bit of money, and a lot of ambikicn. A 139 of faru
publish, and many kecep their uagazines going for a long tire. Years,
At first we thought the war would put an end to fan publishing act-
ivity, but thc mags kept coming out. I will find it pretty near
impossible to keep up with them when all the fans return to civili-
en life. '

8. WRITING professional. fiction is the horrid e¢nd to which many
fans have sunk. Included on the NFFF roster arc nearly twenty fans
who "have sold" Some few fans have cven become editirs of profess=
ional magazines, not only science fiction magazines dbut other Hypes
It's pretty hard to make a living at it, so I won't go into this
subject, but will simply leave it as a distant pinnacle of success
at -which you might aim if you fecl so inclined, 3

IN conclusion I want to repeat that it is not necessary to do all
of these things to become & science fiction fan, You need do not-
hing morc than read the magazines and write a few letters. Your
sucecess in fandom should be measured by the number of friends you
make. Your skill as a writer, the beauth of your fanmag, the size
of your club, That's all gravye.

FANDOM is known as a collection of individuals-~-of charac*ers.
each fan is known by the distinctive mark of his activities and his
personality. If you kcep on in fandom, you'll bucome known to The
others in the way you carry on., You'll find what you like to do,
and you wont worry about copying what anyone else has doae, and
there wont be angone t¢lling you what to do. 1 hoype you have a good
time.

APPENDIX 1l: A good collcction of science fiction would consist
of the following items~-Complete sets of "The Bi, Three" Amazing
Stories and Amazing Storizs quarterly and annuals from 1926,

Science wonder Stories, Air wWonder Stories, wonder Stories und
Wonder Stories yuarterly from 1929.

Astounding Stories and Astounding Science Fietion from 1930,

And then: weird Tales from 1923, unknown worlds from 1939 and
Fantastic Novels and Famous Fantastic wysteries from 1939. aAfter-
weraess Strange Stories, warvel Stories, uvynamic Stories, Comet,
Starlting Stories, Astonishing Stories, Super Sceience 3Stories,
Stirring Science Stories, Planet, Future Fiction, Science rFiction,
Fantastic Adventures, Captain future, and Thriiling wonder Storics,

If yvou are lucky you find the two issues of wiracle, Science and
Fontnsy Stories. I1If you want to delve deeply into the pest, you
mint for the Thrill Book, Tales of magic and Mystery, witches Tales
Black Cat, Gernsback's Science and Invention, The mlectrical £xp-
gerimenter, or even his old radio magazines containing some items,

Munsey su_czines--All-3tory, Argosy, argosy-all-Story weekly,
Cavalier and other ephcmera,



APPENDIX: 2,

A complete list of all of the fanzines published last yecar is
ohtainable from the NFFF upon request. However, below is a list of
some of the outstanding fan publications that to the best of my
nowledge, are still being issued.

SHANGRI-L'AFFAIRS. Published by the L.a. Science Fantasy Society.

SUN SPOTS. Published by Gerry de¢ la Ree,

FANTASY COMMENTATOR: Published by Langley Searles.

THE ALCHEMIST: Published by Charlies Ford Hansen,

CHANTICLEER: Published by wWalt Liebscher,

THE GORGON: Published by Stanley Mullen,

FANEwWS: Published by Walter Dunkleberger,

KAR-MAR TRADER: Published by K. Martin Carlson,

LE ZOMBIE: Bublished by Bob Tucker,

THE VORTEX: Published by Gordon M. Kull & George R. Cowie,

FANTASY ADVERTISER: Published by Gus wilmorth,

DIABLtRIE: Published by Bill watson,

TYMPANY ; Published by Redd Boggs.,

CENTAURI: Published by andy anderson.

The Officers and Members of the National Fantasy Fan Federation,
would apyreciate it very much, in case you are not interested in
joining our organization, if you would pass "Tis LIFs OF THwo FaNY
on to someone who is intercsted in science fiction and fantasy.

Thank You.

The Officers and Members of the National Fantasy Fan rederation,

sincerely hope that you will see fit to unite with us in fandom,

and that you will receive the same joys and pleasures that we have
had together in common membership,

PUBLISHED BY TH& NATIONAL FaNTaSY FaN FouwraTIUN.
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Stenciled by: R. Vernon Cook,

Mimeographed and assembled by: K.isartin Carlson,
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